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Photo by Wendy Noritake
KenjiYokoyama.

Bv DinnnWilson'- 
The North Kohala Artists, Coop-

erative welcomed a new show in
March. "Kenji's House" is a trib-
ute to Kenii Yokoyama, who was a
third-geneiation'Japanese fisher-
man, free diver and shell collector
from Kapa'au. The show bv Cath-
erine Morgan, includes hei small
linoleum clts showing scenee of his
house; big and small-collaees; and
a displaybf fisures and sh"eild that
beloneeil to Kdnii.
. Cithy has a'rich history with

the art world. Originally from New
]ersey, her intereit in'art started
when she was in hieh school. Fol-
lowing graduation,"she attended
one of the oldest arts schools in
the US -the School of the Museum
of Fine Arts in Boston, where she

nrajored in print makinq.
. Hg.uj"g always hacf an interest
rn chrldren, teaching anci buildine
community, Morgari became part oT
a group of artists in Boston, where
she quickly expc'ricrrced the poten-
tial <if art[sts iarorking together to
show, teach and sell th"eir #ork.

Fast forward to 1991, when
luthy moved to the Big Island with
her husband and thi=ee children.
After a short stint in Hilo, thev relo-
cated to Kohala, which had been
home ever since. She feels luckv to
have found our communitv andtai
been able to repeat the eiperience
of bringing arti-6ts together'through
an art cooperative.

While 
- 
her show at the art-

ists cooperative is all about Kenii.
Cathy 

-actually 
never met hirir.

Seeing beauty in his house, she
once sat across the street from his
home and created a pastel drawine
oj the property. Shoitly afterward
sne noficed a dumpster parked in
front of it. She invesheatea and dis-
covered that Kenji hadpasseJiwiy
ano tnc new owner was Eoinq to
disposc. of most of the lrclirnciirqs
left behind. Findine be'autv" arid
value in his shells,'fizurintis ancl
other recycled items, Morean and
friends gbt trucks and loided un
all they could. They eventuallv crd-
ated a museum feaiurine his cbllec-
tions and provided infor-mation and
education- about recycline. Thus.
Kenji has been a long-iime iruse foi

Morqan.
The Kohala Artists' Coopera-

tive is located at 54-3676 Akoni
Pule Hwy in Kapa'au and is open
seven days a week from 12 to 5 ri.rn.
"Kenji's House" will be on disblav
through Earth Dav Aonl22.
_ In-addition tci Cdthy,s exhibit.

the Coop will be featurifis utt Auiili
Day celebration and exhibit inAoril.
The new show will focus on refoic-
Tg in and_ appleciating the four
elements ot: earth, wind, fire and

All North Kohala residents are
invited to submit their work for
consideration. Those who are inter-
ested in participating are aeked
to bring their arl to ihe Coop on
Wednesday, April 20, betweeri the
lrours of 12 and 5 p.m. Art submit-
ted can be offered for sale or for dis-
play onlv.- 

The Earth Day show will open
April22, with the openins dav tes-
tivities running from 12 To 7'p.m.
The show is fre6, open to publiiand
includes presentations arid evening
entertainment. For further injormal
tio_n, contact Catherine Morgan at
(808) 960-3597.

water. This show will be unique. as
it will include not onlv worli fromrr wllt rncluqe not onlv work trom
Coop members but will aho feature
art bV other communifu members

Art from Kenji's House is on disptay at the KohataArtists,cooperative.
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Ba Cathv Morsm" fittte did"t know that a brief
encounter with an older Japanese
fisherman, would set me- on a
2&year journey of caregiving for his
artwork and legacy.

I sat across the'street in Kapa'au,
sketching his charming old home-
stea4 

-when 
Kenii 

* 
Yokoyama

walked down his srassv path [o see
who I was and wfiat I'whs doine. I
showed him my pastel drarvine-he
waved at me, I waved at hi.n and
watched him slowly walk back up
the hill to his home.

Months later, I saw the dums;ter
." outside his home, and I knew'then

that the old man had died. The rest
of the story is our is our entwined
histories.

Those who knew him said that
Kenii was a quiet hardworking
fisherman, free-divet shell collec--
tot farmer and, unknown to man\;
a serious artist..

His medium was the natural
beauW of the shells, nccks and drift-
wood that he gathered on his dailv
interaction wiih Kohala's uniqu-e
coastline. He was a meticulous sliell
researcher and iournal keeper.

He filled ledal size iourirals with
notes about his divei - where he
dove, who he was witlu and what
he saw and felt as he dove and
watched the ocean floor with its sea
creafures, corals and magic interac-
tions. He filled pases with dippines
and articles thatlad anvthiiire To
do with the Pacific Oce:an. Kenii
beloneed to the Malicoloeical Soci-
ety of Honolulu, for the"study of
th-e sinele valve mollusk.! He wrote
short pTeces about Kohala for their
Shell News.

This Societv of watermen and
women realiztid in the 1960s that
Hawaii's ocetm was consistentlv
being robbed ofhdr treasures. They
put a 2-vear moratorium on their
i'earlv show in Honolulu which
6fterifeatured tlrese rae finds and
top-of-the-line.catch from all differ-
ent ocean speoes.

Thev diafted the first environ-
mental-and ecological imperative,
based on ancierrtr.rfrsdom: Take onlv
what you need from Mother Oceari,
leave-the rest behind- Respect the

elders of all species and leave them
to procreate their futures. At nisht,
Keirji worked creating his scilp-
turei using a mortar h-e made with
Elmer's glIe, cotton from his |apa-
nese cotton tree and rough beach
sand.

During his lifetime, he made
hundreds of these sculptures, all
calefully constructed with attention
to balarice and detail.

After 50 years, his pieces are
still holding shong! Kenii was most
proud of Fis seri-ous collection of
Kohala shells, most of which are
rarelv found todav.

After his death in 2004, his
familv kept some of 

'the 
best shell+

gave 
- 

mahy to Bishop Museum
Ind others-to familv mimbers. His
nephew and neph6w's wife from
Koha have been:caretaking a large
part of this remainine c6llectioi.
they have Iong wanted to retum it
to Kohala, whEre it belongq wait-
ing for a safe, secure place to land
Ke-irii's shell legacy.

Finattv orlr 
'community 

has
identified the old Bond Libiarv as
a possible home. The Bond Libiarv
Rr*toration Proiect is drivine th-e
effort to restore this fine old building
which will soon become the home
of the Kohala Heritaee Center!

Finallv, we will have a quality
faciliry tir house Kohala's liistorv
and miiny treazurers. Convenientlir
located hcross frcm the Kami-
hameha statue, it will be easily
accesdible to local residents of all
ages and visitors alike. The Kenii
C-ollection proiect is proud to be pait
of this effort by offe-rins the chdnce
for people to lollect his work and
supirort the restoration efforts.
. 

-fhe 
Kohala Artists' Co-opera-

6ce in Kapa'au will be previcwirB
his sculptrires during tlie month o"f
March. The work has been blessed
by Kahu Kealoha Sugiyama.and
is ready to be released-oirt into the
world.-

Please stop by and ioin in this
wonderful, unidue eichange. If.
you are so indiired, donatiSns to
ihe Kohala Heritage Cmter wtll be
acpptd as a thoulhfful gift for the
Pr-tvttege Or'Ciulng IOr One or morie
bf Kenji's pieces in yciur own home.
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' Photo by Donna Maltz
Tlrc Kohala Artists'Co-op features art from a number of local artists.

I lu t '  l t  r  i : ; l  i  t  r  r  l i ic l  nrdson' ( )rr Mirrt' lr 4, thc Kohala Artists
( 'o uI ol l i . r ' t ' t l  i r  wolrclt ' r f t t l  t lppor-
I t t t t t l l ,  1 1 1 1 '  l l t t '  t r t t l l l t t t t r t i l y  l 1 l  s 1 1 1 1 -

l r o r  I  l l r r ,  l h r r t r l  l , i l r r ' . 1 q ' t ,  l i r ' : ' l o t , r l i o t t
I ' t , r ; . ' ,  |  , t t t r l  t t t , t l . r '  , r r ' , r t l , r l t l r '  l r r  l l t r '
p r r l , l i t  t l r c  . r t t t , t z i t t l ' ,  : ' l r t ' l l  . r t l  , t t t r l

ocean artifacts of Kenii Yokoyama, a
fisherman and diver who livbd until
t l rc  agt '  o f  90 i r r  Kapa'at r .  Addi t ion-
, r l l y ,  r t r . u t l '  ( ' o  oP  , r r ' l i s l s  r l o t t , t l t ' r l
l l r l i r '  . r r ' l  l o  : , t tP1 to1 ' l  l l t r '  t r ' : ' , l o t ' , t l i o t l
r ' l  l o r ' l : ; .  K t ' . r l o l t , t  l i t t l ' , i y , r r r r , r  o I  l r t  t ' t  | , t

throush March 30 and many folks
have Stopped by to both view ancl
lttrrchase; t^hc amazing art. Wirn'ncst
Mahalo to t l rc  Kohala Ar t is ts 'Co-opr
for tlrcir gt'ncrosity, comnrrtnity
spirit anrl goocl fr"ur!

Photo by Donna Maltz
Art by Kenji Yokoyama is on display and available for purchase at the

Kohala Artists'Co-op.

beautiful blessing for all the art and
the success of the Restoration Proi-
ect. Bovcl Ronr{, who worktld harcl
[o r  l l r r r i t '  v r ' i t t s  lo  r ; t ' ( ' t t r ( ' !  t l r t '  l i t l t '
, r r r r l  1 , , , r : ; r '  l r r t  l l t r '  l h r l t t l  l r r r i l t l i r r l l ,
i u r l r ' { l  l l r ( '  l r r r r .  

' l ' l t t ' s l t o r v  
l t , r : ,  t t t t t


